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in IRELAND. 


My LORD, 
Know not what it was that fell into diſcourſe 
tother day, and gave your Excellency the oc- 
caſion of deſiring me to digeſt into ſome Method 
and upon Paper, the means and ways I eſteemed 
moſt proper for the advancing of Trade in Ireland : 
This I know very well, that you did it in a manner, 
and with Expreſiion too obliging to be refuſed, and 
out of a deſign ſo publick and generous as ought not 


to be diſcouraged. I had therefore much rather obey .. 


your Lordſhip in this point, how ill ſoever I do it,than 
excuſe my ſelf, though never ſo well, which were 
much eaſier than the other. For I might alledg that 
neither my Birth nor my Breeding Na ro at all in 
this Country: That I have paſſed only one ſhort pe- 
riod of my life here, wel: the greatelt part thereof 
wholly out of bufineſs, and publick thoughts; That 
I have ſince been Ten years abſent from itz and am 
now here upon no other occaſion than of a ſhort Vi- 
ſit to ſome of my Friends : Which are all Circum- 
ſtances that make me a very improper ſubje&t for 
ſuch a command. But I ſuppoſe the vein I have had of 
running into ſpeculations of this- kind upon a greater 
ſcene of Trade, and im a Country where I was more a 
ſtravgerz and the too partial favour your Lordſhip 
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has expreſt to another Diſcourſe of this nature, have 

coſt me this preſent ſervicez and you have thought 

fit to puniſh me for one folly, by engaging me to 

commit another ; like the Confeſlor, that preſcribed a 

Drunkard the penance of being drunk again. How- 

ever it is, your Lordſhip ſhall be obeyed, and there- 

in I hope to be enough excuſed 3 which 1s all I pre- 

tend to upon this occaſion. 

Before I enter upon the conſiderations of Trade 
which are more general, and may be more laſting in 
this Kingdom; I will obſerve to your Lordſhip ſome 
particular Circumſtances in the Conſtitution and 
Government, which have been hitherto, and may be 
long,the great diſcouragers of Trade agd Riches here; 
And ſome others in the preſent Conjuncture, which 
are abſolutely mortal to it 3 that. ſo you may not ex- 
peCt to find remedies where indeed there 1s none; nor 
ſuffer men, like buſie ignorant Phyſicians, to apply 
ſuch as are contrary to the diſeaſe, becauſe they can- 
not find ſuch as are proper for it. 

The true and natural ground of Trade and Riches, 
1s Number of People, in proportion to the compaſs of 
Ground they inhabit. This makes all things neceſlary 
to life dear, and that forces men to induſtry and par- 
ſimony. Theſe Cuſtoms which grow firſt from nece(- 
ſity,come with time to be habitual in a Country. And 
where-ever they are ſo, that place muſt grow great 
in Traffick and Riches, if not diſturbed by ſome ac- 
cidents or revolutions, as of Wars, of Plagues, or 
Famines, by which the People come to be either 
ſcattered or deſtroyed. 

People are multiplied in a Country by the tem- 
per of the Climate favourable to Generation , to 
Health, 
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Health, and long life, Or elſe by the Circumſtances 
of ſafety and caſe under the Government, the cre- 
dit whereof invites men over to it, when they can» 
not be either fate or ealie at home. When things 
are once in motion, Trade begets Trade, as fire does 
fire, and People go much where much People are 
already gone. So men run ſtill to a crowd where 
they ſee it in the ſtreets, or the fields, though it 
be only to do as others do, to fee or to be enter- 
tained. 

The want of Trade in Trelard proceeds from the 
want of People, and this is not grown from = ill 
qualities of the Climate or Air, but chiefly from 
the frequent Revolutions of ſo many Wars and Re- 
bellions, ſo great Slaughters and Calamities of Man- 
kind as have at ſeveral Intervals of time ſucceeded 
the firſt Conqueſt of this Kingdom in Herry the 
Seconds time, until the year 1653; Two very great 
Plagues followed the two great Wars, thoſe of 
Queen Elizabeth's Reign, and the laſt ; which helped 
to drain the current ſtream of Generation in the 
Country. 

The diſcredit which is grown upon the Conſti- 
tutions or Settlements of this Kingdom, by fo fre- 
quent and unhappy Revolutions that for many ages 
have infeſted it, has been the great diſcouragement 
to other Nations to tranſplant themſelves hither, 
and prevailed further than all the invitations which 
the cheapneſs and plenty. of the Country has made 
them. So that had it not been for the numbers of 
the Britiſh, which the neceflity of the late Wars at 
firſt drew over, and of ſuch who either as Adven- 
turers or Soldiers ſeated themſelves here upon ac- 
A 2 count 
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count of the fatisfaftion made to them in Land, the 
Country had by the laſt War and Plague been left in 
a manner deſolate. 

Beſides, the ſubordinacy of the Government chan- 
ging hands ſo often, makes an unſteddineſs in the 
purſuit of the publick Intereſts of the Kingdom, gives 
way to the emulations of the different Faftions, and 
draws the favour or countenance of the Govern- 
ment ſometimes to one party or intereſt, ſometimes 
to another; this makes different motions in mens 
minds, raiſing hopes and fears, and opinions of un- 
certainty in their poſſeſſions; and thereby in the 
peace of the Country. 

This ſubordinacy in the Government, and emu- 
lation of parties, with the want ſometimes of Autho- 
rity in the Governour (by the weakneſs of his credit 
and ſupport at Court) occaſions the perpetual agen- 
cies or journeys into Exgland of all perſons that have 
any conſiderable pretences in Trelanrd, and money to 
purſue them; which end many times in long abodes, 
and frequent habituating of Families there, though 
they have no money to ſupport them but what is 
drawn out of Ireland. Befides, the young Gentle- 
men go of courſe for their breeding there, ſome 
ſeek their health, and others their entertainment in 
a better Climate or Scene 3 By theſe means the 
Country loſes the expence of many of the richeſt 
perſons or families at home, and mighty ſums of mo- 
ney muſt needs go over from hence into England, 
which the great ſtock of rich native Commodities 
here can make the only amends for. 

Theſe Circumſtances ſo prejudicial to the encreafe 
of Trade and Riches in a Country, ſeem natural or 
at 
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at leaſt have ever been incident to the Coverntment 
here, and without them the native fertility of the 
Soil and Seas in ſo many rich Commodities impro- 
ved by multitude of People and induſtry, with the 
advantage of ſo many excellent Havens, and .a Sci- 
tuation ſo commodious tor all ſorts of foreign Trade, 
muſt needs have rendred this Kingdom one of the 
richeſt in Exrope, and made a _— encreaſe both 
of ſtrength and revenue to the Crown of Frglard; 
whereas it has hitherto been rather eſteemed and 
found to be our weak fide, and to have coſt us 
more blood and treaſure than 'tis worth. 

Since my late arrival in Trelaxd, I have found a 
very unuſual, but I doubt very juſt complaint con- 
cerning the ſcarcity of Money, which occaſioned 
many airy Propoſitions for the remedy of it, and a- 
mong the reſt that of raiſing ſome, or all of the 
Coyns here. This was chiefly grounded upon the 
experience made as they ſay about the Duke of 0r- 
monds coming firſt over hither in 1663, when the 
Plate-pieces of Eight were raiſed three pence in the 
piece, and a mighty plenty of money was obſerved 
to grow in Ireland for a year or two after. But this 
ſeems to me a very miſtaken account, and to have 
depended wholly upon other circumſtances little ta- 
ken notice of, and not at all upon the raiſing of the 
Money to which it is by ſome great men attributed, 
For firſt, there was about that time a general peace 
and ſerenity which had newly ſucceeded a general 
trouble and cloud throughout all his Majeſties King- 
doms 3 then after two years attendance in England 
upon the ſettlement of Ireland (there on the forge) 
by all perſons and parties here that were conſides- 
ably 
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ably intereſted in it, the Parliament being called 
here, and the main ſettlement of Trelazd wound up 
1m England, and put into the Duke of Ormonds hands 
to paſs here into an Act; all perſons came over in 
a ſhoal either to attend their own concernments in 
the main, or more particularly to make their Courte 
to the Lord Lieutenant upon whom his Majeſty had 
at that time in a manner wholly devolved the care 
and diſpoſition of all affairs in this Kingdom :; This 
made a ſudden and mighty ſtop of that iſſue of Mo- 
ney which had for two years run perpetually out 
of Ireland into England, and kept it all at home. Nor 
is the very expence of the Duke of 0Orm20nds own 
great Patrimonial eſtate with that of ſeveral other 
Families that came over at that time, of ſmall con- 
{ideration in the ſtock of this Kingdom. Beſides, 
there was a great ſum of Money in ready Coyn 
brought over out of England at the ſame time to- 
wards the arrears of the Army:Which are all circum- 
ſtances that muſt needs have made a mighty change 
in the courſe of ready money here. All the effect 
that I conceive was made by crying up the pieces of 
Eight, was to bring in much more of that Species in- 
ſtead of others current here (as indeed all the Mo- 
ney _—_ from England was of that ſort, and com- 
plained of in Parliament tobe of a worſe allay), and 
to carry away much Exgliſh Money in exchange for 
Plate-pieces, by which a Trade was driven very be- 
neficial to the Traders, but of mighty loſs to the 
Kingdom in the intrinſick value of their Money. 
The Circumſtances at this time ſeem to be juſt 
the reverſe of what they were then; The Nations en- 
gaged in a War the moſt fatal to trade of any = 
coul 
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could ariſe 3 The ſettlement of trelard ſhaken at the 
Court, and falling into new diſquiſitions (whether 
in truth or in common opinion, 1s all a caſe): This 
draws continual Agencies and Journeys of People 
concerned into Exgland, to watch the motions of the 
main wheel there. Belides, the Lieutenants of Ire- 
land fince the Duke of Ormond's time, have had lit- 
tle in their diſpoſition here, and only executed the 
reſolutions daily taken at Court in particular as well 
as general affairs, which has drawn thither the atten- 
dance of all private pretenders. The great Eſtates 
of this Kingdom have been four or five years con- 
ſtantly ſpent in England. Money, inſtead of coming 
over hither for pay of the Army, has fince the War 
began, been tranſmitted thither he pay of thoſe For- 
ces that were called from hence. And laſtly, This 
War has had a more particular and mortal influence 
upon the Trade of this Country,than upon any other 
of his Majeſties Kingdoms; 

For by the Act againſt Tranſportation of Cattel 
into England, the Trade of this Country which run 
wholly thither before, was turned very much into 
foreign parts; but by this War the laſt is ſtopped, 
and the other not being open'd, there is in a manner 
no vent for any Commodity but of Wool. This ne- 
ceſſity has forced the Kingdom to go on ſtill with 
their foreign Trade , but that has been with ſuch 
mighty loſles, by the great number of Dxtch Priva- 
teers plying about the Coaſts, and the want of Eng- 
liſþ Fregats to ſecure them, that the ſtock of the 
Kingdom mult be extreamly diminiſhed. Yet by the 
continuance of the ſame expence and luxury in point 
of living, Money goes over into England to fetch _ 
mul 
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muſt ſupply it, though little Commodities goes either 
there or abroad to make any conſiderable ballance z 
By all which it muſt happen, that with another years 
continuance of the War,there will not be Money left 
in this Kingdom to turn the common Markets, or pay 
any rents, or leave any circulation further than the 
receipts of the Cuſtoms and Quit-rents,and the pays 
of the Army, which in both kinds muſt be the laſt 
that fail. 

In ſuch a conjunCture, the crying up of yo ſpe- 
cies of money will but encreaſe the want of it in 
general; for while there goes not out commodity 
to ballance that which is brought in, and no de- 
gree of gains by exportation will make amends for 
the venturez what ſhould money come in for, unleſs 
it be to carry out other money as it did before, 
and leave the ſtock that remains equal indeed in de- 
nomination, but lower in the intrinſique value than 
it was before? In ſhort, while this War laſts, and our 
Seas are ill guarded , all that can be done towards 
preſerving the ſmall remainder of Money in this 
Kingdom, is, Firſt,to introduce as far as can be, a 
vein of Parſimony throughout theCountry in all things 
that are not perfe&ly the native growths and manu- 
faftures: Then by ſeverity and ſteedineſs of the Go- 
vernment (as far as will be permitted) to keep upin 
ſome credit the preſent peace and ſettlement. And 
laſtly, To force men to a degree of induſtry, by ſut- 
fering none to hope that they ſhall be able to live by 
rapine or fraud. For in ſome diſeaſes of a Civil as 
well as Natural body, all that can be done 1s to 
faſt and to reſt, to watch and to prevent accidents, to 


truſt to methods rather than Medicines or remedies ; 
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and with patience to expeCt till the humours being 
ſpent, and the Criſes paſt, way may be made for 
the natural returns of health and of ſtrength. 

This being premiled as peculiar either to the Go- 
vernment in general, or to the preſent conjunQure; 
I ſhall proceed to ſuch Obſervations as occur con- 
cerning the ways of advancing the common and 


ſtanding Trade of this Kingdom. 


The Trade of a Country ariſes from the native 
growths of the Soil, or Seas, the ManufaCtures, the 
commodiouſneſs of Ports, and the ſtore of Shipping 
which belong to it. The improvement therefore of 
Trade in Ireland, muſt be conſidered in the ſurvey 
of all theſe Particulars, the defeCts to which at pre- 
ſent they are ſubject, and the encreaſes they are ca- 
pable of receiving either from the courſe of time, 
the change of cuſtoms, or the conduct and applica- 
tion of the Government. 

The native Commodities or common eafie Manu- 
factures which make up the Exportation of this King- 
dom, and conſequently furniſh both the ſtock of 
foreign Commodities conſumed in the Country, and 
that likewiſe of current Money, by which all Trade 
is turned; are Wool, Butter, Beef, Cattel, Fiſh, 
Iron; and by the improvement of theſe, either in 
the quantity, the credit, or the further Manufacture, 
the Trade of Ireland ſeems chiefly to be advan- 
ced. 

ſn this Survey one thing muſt be taken notice of 
as peculiar to this Country, which 1s, That as in the 
nature of its Government, ſo in the very improve- 
ment ot its Trade and Riches, it ought to be con- 
{1dered 
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fidered not only in its own proper intereſt, but 
Iikewife in 1ts relation to Ergland , to which it is 
ſubordinate, and upon whoſe weal in the main, that 
of this Kingdom depends; and therefore a regard 
muſt be had of thoſe points wherein the Trade of 
Ireland comes to interfere with any main branches of 
the Trade of Exgl4:d, in which cafes the encourage- 
ment of ſuch Trade ought to be either declined or 
moderated, and ſo give way to the intereſt of Trade 
in Emgland, upon the health and vigor whereof, the 
ſtrength, riches, and glory of his Majeſties Crowns 
ſeem chiefly to depend. But on the other {ide,ſome 
ſuch branches of Trade ought not wholly to be ſup- 
preſt, but rather ſo far admitted as may ſerve the 
general conſumption of this Kingdom, leſt by too 
great an importation of Commodities, though out 
of England it (elf, the Money of this Kingdom hap- 
pen to be drawn away in ſuch a degree as not to 
leave a ſtock ſufficient for turning the Trade at 
home; the effe&t hereof would be general diſcon- 
tents among the People, complaints, or at leaſt il! 
impreſſions of the Government, which in a Coun- 
try compoſed of three ſeveral Nations different to 
a great degree in Language, Cuſtoms, and Religion, 
as well as Intereſt (both of property and depen- 
dances) may prove not only dangerous to this King- 
dom, but to Ergland it ſelf. Since a ſore 1n the leg 
may affe& the whole body, and in time grow as 
difficult a cure as if it were in the head; eſpecially 
where humours abound. 

The Wool of Ireland ſeems not to be capable of 
any encreaſe, nor to ſuffer under any defeC&t, the 
Country being generally full ſtockt with ſheep, clea- 
red 
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red of Wolves, the Soil little ſubject to other rotts 
than of hunger 3 and all the conſiderable flocks be- 
ing of Ergliſh breed, and the ſtaple of Wool gene- 
rally equal with that oft Northampton or Leiceſter- 
ſhire, the 1mprovement of this Commodity by Ma- 
nufaCtures in this Kingdom would give fo great a 
damp to the Trade of Exgland (of which Cloths, 
Stuffs, and Stockins, make ſo mighty a part) that 
It ſeems not fit to be encouraged here, at leaſt no 
further than to ſuch a quantity of one or two Sum- 
mer-ſ(tuffs, 1r;ſh-freeze, and Cloth from Six ſhillings 
to Fourteen, as may ſupply in ſome meaſure the or- 
dinary conſumption of the Kingdom. That which 
ſeems moſt neceſſary in this branch is the careful 
and ſevere execution of the Statutes provided to for- 
bid the Exportation of Wool to any other parts but 
to England, which is the more to be watched and 
feared, ſince thereby the preſent Riches of this King- 
dom would be mightily encreaſed, and great advan- 
tages might be made by the connivance of Gover- 
nours ; whereas on the other fide this would prove 
a moſt ſenſible decay, if not deſtruction of Manufa- 
tures both here and in England it (elt. 

Yarn is a Commodity very proper to. this Coun- 
try, but made in no great quantities in any parts be- 
ſides the North, nor any where into Linnen to any 
great degree, or of ſorts fit for the better ules at 
home, or exportation abroad ; though of all others 
this ought moſt to be encouraged, and was there- 
fore chiefly deſigned by the Earl of Strafford. The 
Soil produces Flax kindly and well, and fine too, 
anſwerable to the care uſed in choice of ſeed and 
exerciſe of Husbandry ; and much Land is fit for it 
B 2 here, 
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here, which 1s not ſo for Corn. The Manufaqure 
of it in gathering or beating is of little toyl or ap- 
plication, and fo the fitter for the Natives of the 
Country, Beſides, no Women are apter to ſpin it 
well than the Triſh, who labouring little in any kind 
with their hands, have their fingers more ſupple and 
ſoft than other Women of the poorer condition a- 
mong us. And this may certainly be advanced and 
improved into a great Manufacture of Linnen, ſo as 
to beat down the Trade both of Frarce and Holland, 
and draw much of the Money which goes from 
England to thoſe parts upon this occaſion into the 
hands of his Majeſties Subjects of Ireland without 
croſſing any intereſt of Trade in England. For be- 
ſides what has been ſaid of Flax and Spinning, the 
Soil and Climate are proper for whitening both by 
the frequency of Brooks, and alſo of Winds in the 
Country. 

Much care was ſpent upon this deſign in an A 
of Parliament paſt the laſt Seſſion, and ſomething 
may have been advanced by it; but the too great ri- 
gor impoſed upon the ſowing of certain quantities 
of Flax, has cauſed (and perhaps juſtly) a general 
neglet in the execution; and common guilt has 
made the penalties impracticable z ſo as the main ef- 
tet has been ſpoiled by too much diligence, and the 
Child killed with kindneſs. For the Money apply- 
ed by that Act to the encouragement of making 
fine Linnen, and broad (which I think is twenty 
pounds.every year in each County), though the in- 
ſ{titution was good, yet it has not reached the end, 
by encouraging any conſiderable application that 
way; ſo that ſometimes one (hare ot that Money 1s 

paid 
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paid to a ſingle pretender at the Sizes, or Seſſions, 
and ſometimes a ſhare 1s ſaved for want of any pre- 
tender at all. 

This Trade may be advanced by ſome amend- 
ments to the laſt ACt in another Seſſion, whereby 
the neceſlity of ſowing Flax may be fo limited as to 
be made eaſily practicable, and ſo may be forced 
by the ſeverity of levying the penalties Enacted. 
And for the Money allotted in the Counties, no PEr- 
ſon ought to carry the firſt, ſecond or third prize, 
without producing two pieces of Linnen of each 
ſort (whereas one only now is neceſlary.) And ſe- 
vere defences may be made againſt weaving any 
Linnen under a certain breadth, ſuch as may be of 
better uſe to the pooreſt People, and in the coarleſt 
Linnen than the narrow Iriſh Cloth; and may bear 
ſome price abroad when ever more comes to be 
made than is conſumed at home. But after all theſe 
or ſuch like proviſions, there are but two things 
which can make any extraordinary advance in this 
branch of Trade, and thoſe are: Firſt, An encreaſe 
of People in the Country to ſuch a degree as may 
make things neceſlary to life dear, and thereby 
force general induſtry from each member of a Fa- 
mily (Women as well as Men), and in as ' many 
ſorts as they can well turn to, which among others 
may in time come to run the vein this way. The 
ſecond 1s a particular application in the Govern- 
ment. And this muſt be made either by ſome Go- 
vernour upon his own private account, who has- a 
great ſtock that he is content to turn that way, and 
1s invited by the gains, or elſc by the honour of 
bringing. to paſs a work of fo much publick- utility 
both 
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both to England and Ireland (which circumſtances 
] ſuppoſe concur'd both in the Earl of Strafford's 
deſign 3 and when ever they meet again,can have no 
better copy to follow 1n all particulars) than that 
begun at the Naas in his time. Or elſe by a con- 
{iderable ſum of Money being laid aſide either out 
of his Majeſties preſent Revenue, or ſome future 
Subſidy to be granted for this) occaſion : And this 
cither to be imployed in ſetting up of ſome great 
Linnea Manufacture in ſome certain place, and to 
be managed by ſome certain hands both for making 
all ſorts of fine Clothes, and of thoſe for Sails too. 
The benefit or loſs of ſuch a Trade accruing to the 
Government until it comes to take root in the Na- 
tion. Or elſe if this ſeem too great an undertaking 
for the humour of our age, then ſuch a ſum of Mo- 
ney to lie ready in hands appointed by the Go- 
vernment, for taking off at common moderate pri- 
ces all ſuch pieces of Cloth as ſhall be brought in 
by any perſons at certain times to the chief Town 
of each County; and all ſuch pieces of Cloth as 
are fit for Sails, to be carried into the ſtores of the 
Navy. All that are fit for the uſe of the Army, to 
be given the Soldiers (as Clothes my in part of 
their pay : And all finer pieces to be fold, and the 
Money {till applied to the increaſe or conſtant ſup- 
ply of the main ſtock. The effect hereof would be, 
That People finding a certain Market for this Com- 
modity, and that of others ſo uncertain as it is in this 
Kingdom, would turn ſo much of their induſtry this 
way, as would ſerve to furniſh a great part of that 
Money which 1s moſt abſolutely neceſlary for payment 
of Taxes, Rents, or ſubſiſtence of Families. 
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Hide, Tallow, Butter, Beef, ariſe all from one 
fort of Cattel, and are ſubje& to the ſame general 
defects, and capable of the ſame common improve- 
ments. 

The three firſt are certain Commodities, and yield 
the readielt Money of any that are turned in this 
Kingdom, becauſe they never fail of a price abroad. 
Beef is a drug, finding no conſtant vent abroad. and 
therefore yielding no rate at home: fur the conſump- 
tion of the Kingdom holds no proportion with the 
product that is uſually made of Cattel in it ; fo that 
1m many parts at this time an Ox may be bought in 
the Country-markets, and the Hide and Tallow fold 
at the next Trading-Town for as much as it coſt. The 
defe&ts of theſe Commodities lie either in the age 
and feeding of the Cattel that are killed, or in the 
Manufacture and making them up for exportation 
abroad. 

Until the Tranſportation of Cattel into Fxzland 
was forbidden by the late Att of Parliament, the 
quickeſt Trade of ready Money here was driven by 
the ſale of young Bullocks, which for four or five 
Summer-months of the year were carried over in 
very great numbers, and this made all the breeders 
in the Kingdom turn their lands and ſtocks chietly 
to that ſort of Cattel. Few Cows were bred up for 
the Dairy, more than ſerved the conſumption within; 
and few Oxen for draught, which was all performed 
by raſcally ſmall Horſes; fo as the Cattel generally 
ſold either for ſlaughter within, or Exportation a- 
broad were of two, three, or at beſt four years old, 
and thoſe ſuch as had never been either handled or 


wintered at hand-meat, but bred wholly upon the 
\louns 
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Mountains 1n Summer, and upon the withered long 
graſs of the lower lands in the Winter. The effe& 
hereof was very pernicious to this Kingdom in what 
concerned all theſe Commodities : The Hides were 
ſmall, thin, and lank : The Tallow much leſs in quan- 
tity, and of quicker conſumption. Little Butter was 
exported abroad, and that diſcredited by the huſ- 
witery of the Iriſh in making it up; molt of what 
was ſent coming from their hands, who alone kept 
up the Trade of Dairies, becauſe the breed of their 
Cattel was not fit for the Ergliſþ-Markets. But a- 
bove all, the Trade of Beef for foreign Exportation 
was prejudiced and almoſt ſunk, for the flefh being 
young, and only graſs-fed (and that on a ſudden by 
the {weetneſs of the Summers paſture, after the Cat- 
tel being almoſt ſtarv'd in the Winter) was thin, 
Iight, and moiſt, and not of a ſubſtance to endure 
the ſalt, or be preſerved by it, for long Voyages, or 
a {low conſumption. Beſides, either the unskilful- 
neſs or careleſneſs, or Knavery of the Traders, added 
much to the undervalue and diſcredit of theſe Com- 
modities abroad; for the Hides were often made 
up very dirty, which increaſed the weight by which 
that Commodity is ſold when it comes in quantities 
abroad. The Butter would be better on the top and 
bottom of the Barrels, than in the middle, which 
would be ſometimes filled up, or mingled with Tal- 
low ;-nay, ſometimes with ſtones. The Beef would 
be fo ill choſen, or ſo ill cured, as to ſtink many times 
before it came ſo far as Ho/land, or at leaſt not prove 
a Commodity that would defray the firſt charge of 
the Merchant before it was ſhipt. Nay, I have known 


Merchants there, fain to throw away great —_— 
after 
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after having layn long in their hands without any 
Market at all, 

Aﬀer the A@ in England had wholly ſtopt the 
Tranſportation of Cattel, the Trade of this Kingdom 
was forced to find out a new Channe], a great deal 
of Land was turned to Sheep, becauſe Wool gave 
ready Money for the Ergliſh Markets, and by ſtealth 
for thoſe abroad. The breeders of Ergl;ſh Cattel turn'd 
much to Dairy, or elſe by keeping their Cattel to 
ſix and ſeven year old, and wintering them dry, 
made them fit for the Beet-trade = roms, 3 and ſome 
of the Merchants fell into care and exaCtneſs in 
Barrelling them up 3 and hereby the improvements 
of this Trade were grown fo ſenſible in the courſe 
of a few years, that in the year 1669, ſome Mer- 
chants in Holland aflured me, that they had recei- 
ved parcels of Beef out of Treland which fold cur- 
rent, and very near the Ergliſþ; and of Butter 
which ſold beyond it; and that they had obſerved 
it ſpent as if it came from the richer ſoil of the 
two. 'Tis moſt evident that if the Dutch War had 
not broken out ſo ſoon after the improvements of all 
theſe Trades (forced at firſt by neceſlity, and grow- 
ing afterwards habitual by uſe) would in a few years 
have very much advanced the Trade -and Riches of 
this Kingdom, and made it a great gainer inſtead of 
loſing by the Act againſt Tranſportation of their Cat- 
tel : But the War gave a ſudden damp to this and 
all other Trade, which is ſunk to nothing by the 
continuance of it. 

However having marked the defe(ts that were 
even in time of peace, it may not be uſeleſs to ſer 
down the Remedies, _ little practicable while 

the 
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the War laſts. For that great one of killing Cattel 
young, and only grafs-fed, I know none fo effe&tu- 
al as introducing” a general cuſtom of uling Oxen 
for all- ſorts of draught, which would be perhaps 
the greateſt. improvement that could be made in ma- 
ny kinds throughout the Kingdom. By this means 
the great {laughter would be made of full-grown, 
large, and well-wintered Cattel. which would dou- 
ble the income made by Hide, Tallow and Beef, and 
raiſe-their credit in all foreign Markets, every man 
would be forced to provide Winter-todder for his 
Teem ( whereas common Garrans ſhift upon graſs 
the year round); and this would force men to the 
encloſing of Grounds, and improving bog into Mea- 
dows; the race of Garrans would decreafe; and fo 
make room for the Countrys maintaining the grea- 
ter number of Cattel, which makes a foreign Com- 
modity, though they die by accident or age, whereas 
the other makes none at all. 

No' great or ufeful thing is'to be atchieved with- 
out difhculties, and therefore what may be raiſed 
againſt this Propoſal ought not to diſcourage the at- 
tempting it. . Firſt, the Statutes againſt that barba- 
rous-cuſtom. of Plowing by the tayl, ought to be re- 
newed,. and upon abſolute forfeitures inſtead of pe- 
nalties; the conſtant and eaſte compoſitions whereof 
have proved rather an allowing than forbidding it. 
Now. if this were wholly diſuſed, the Harneſs for 
Horſes being dearer than for Oxen, the 7r;/b would 
turn their draught to the laſt, where-ever they have 
hitherto uſed the Plowing by the Tayl. Next a Stan- 
dard might be made, under which no Horſe ſhould 


be uſed for draught; this would not only enlarge 
the 
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the breed of Horſes, but make way for the uſe of 
Oxen, becaule they would be cheaper kept than large 
good Horſes, which could not be wintered like 
Garrans without houſing or fodder. And laſtly, a 
Tax might be laid upon every Horſe of draught 
throughout the Kingdom , which beſides the main 
uſe here intended, would encreaſe the Kings Reve- 
nue by one of the cafieſt ways that is any where in 
ule, 

For the miſcarriages mentioned in the making up 
of thoſe ſeveral Commodities for foreign Markets, 
they muſt likewiſe be remedied by ſevere Laws, or 
elſe the improvements of the Commodities them- 
ſelves will not ſerve to bring them in credit, upon 
which all Trade turns. Firſt, the Ports out of which 
ſuch Commodities ſhall be ſhipt, may be reſtrained 
to a certain number, ſuch as lie moſt convenient for 
the vent of the Inland Provinces j- and ſuch as; c1- 
ther are already or are: capable (of. being made re- 
gular Corporations. Whatever of them ſhalt-be car- 
ried out of any other Port, ſhall be penal both to 
the Merchant that delivers, and to the Maſter that 
receives them. In the Ports allowed. thall be pub-+ 
liſhed rales agreed on .by the skiltnlleft Merchants in 
thoſe Wares, to be obſerved in the making up of all 
ſuch as are intended for foreign Tranſportation, and 
declaring that what is not found agreeable to thoſe 
rules ſhall not be ſuffered to go- out. Two-Officers 
may be appointed to be choſen every: three: years 
by the: body of the Corporation, whoſe buſineſs 
ſhall be to inſpect all Barrels of Beef, Tallow, But- 
ter, and all Packs of Hides, and put to them the 


ſeal or mark of the Corporation, without which none 
C 2 {hall 


[ 20 ] 
ſhall be ſuffer'd to go abroad; Nor ſhall this mark 
be affixed to any parcels by thoſe Officers, but ſuch 
as they have viewed and found agreeable to the 
rules ſet forth for that purpoſe. Whereof one ought 
to be certain, That every Barrel be of the ſame con- 
ſtant weight, or ſomething over. If this were ob- 
ſerved for a. ſmall courſe of time, under any certain 
marks, the credit of them both as to quality and 
weight would rife to that degree, that the Barrels or 
Packs would go off in the Markets- they uſed a- 
broad, upon fight of the mark, like filver-plate up- 
on ſight of the Cities mark where 'tis made. 

The great difficulty will lie in the good executi- 
on of the Offices; But the intereſt of ſuch Corpo- 
rations lying ſo. deep in the credit of their mark, 
will make emulation among them, every one vying 
to raiſe their own as high as they can; and this will 
make them careful in the choice of men fit for that 
turn. Befides, the Offices ought to be made beneficial 
to. a good- degree by a certain, fee upon every ſeal ; 
and yet the Office to be forfeited upon every mif- 
carriage of the Officer, which ſhall be judged ſo by 
the chief Magiſtrates of the Town, and thereupon a 
new Ele&ion be made by the body of the Corpo- 
ration. _ | 

Cattel for Exportation, are Sheep, Bullocks, Hor- 
ſes, and of one or other of theſe kinds the Country 
ſeems to: be full ſtockt, no ground that I hear of 
being untenanted 3 the two firſt ſeem ſufficiently im- 
proved in the kinds as well as the number, moft of 
both being of the Exgliſþh breed. And though it 
were better for the Country if the number of Hor- 
ſes being leſſened made room for that of. encreaſing 
Sheep, 
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Sheep, and great Cattel z yet it ſeems indifferent 
which of theſe two were moſt turn'd to, and that 
will be regulated by the liberty or reſtraint of car- 
rying live Cattel into Ergland. When the paſlage is 
open, Land will be turned molt to great Cattel; when 
ſhut, to Sheep, as 1t 1s at preſent, though I am not of 
opinion it can laſt, becauſe that A ſeems to have 
been carried on rather by the intereſt of particular 
Counties in England than by that of the whole, 
which in my opinion muſt be evidently a loſer by 
it. For firſt, the fraight of all Cattel that were 
brought over being in Ergliſh Veſſels, was ſo much 
clear gain to Ergland, and this was one with ano- 
ther near a third , or at leaſt a fourth part of the 
price, Then their coming over young and very 
cheap to the firſt Market, made them double their 
price by one years feeding, which was the greateſt 
improvement to'be made of our dry Paſture-Jand in 
England. The Trade of Hides, and Tallow, or elſe 
of Leather, was mightily advanced in Ergland,which 
will be beaten down in foreign Markets by Ireland, 
if they come to kill all their Cattel at home. The 
young J1riſþ Cattel ſerved for the common conſump- 
tion in England, while their own large old fat Cats 
tel went into the Barrel for the foreign Trade, in 
which 1riſþ Beef had in a manner no part, though 
by the continuance of this reſtraint it will be for- 
ced upon improvement, and come to ſhare with 
England in the Beet-Trade abroad. Grounds were 
turned much in England from breeding, either to tee- 
ding or Dairy, and this advanced the Trade of Exg- 
liſh Butter, which will be extreamly beaten down 
when Ireland turns to it too. (and in the way of 
Freliſh 
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Engliſh Huſwifry, as it has done a great deal ſince the 
re(traint upon Cattle.) And laſtly, whereas Ireland 
had before very little Trade but with Exgland, and 
with the Money for their Cattel bought all the Com- 
modities there which they wanted : By this reſtraint 
they are forced to ſeek a foreign Market, and where 
they ſell,theywill be ſure to buy toozand all the foreign 
Merchandize which they had before from Briſtow, 
Cheſter, and London, they will have in time from 
] Roan, Amſterdam, Lisbon, and the Streights. Asfor 
: the true cauſes of the decay of Rents in England, 
which made the occaſion of that Act, they were to 
be found in the want of People, in the mighty con- 
ſumption of foreign Commodities among the better 
ſort, and in a higher way of living among all, and 
| not in this Tranſportation of 7riſþ Cattel, which 

would have been complained of in former times if 
| it had been found a prejudice to Ergland. Beſides, 
| the Rents have been far from encreaſing ſince; and 
| though that may be by other accidents, yet as to 
þ what concerns Treland, it comes all to one, unleſs 
| Wool be forbidden as well as Cattel ; for the leſs 


Cattel comes over from thence, there comes the 
more Wool, which goes as far as t'other towards 
| beating down the price of Paſture-lands in Ergland, 
| and yet the Tranſportation of Wool cannot be for- 
| bidden, ſince that would force the 7r;/þ Wool either 
by ſtealth into foreign Markets, or elſe in Cloth by 
| the advance of that Manufacture ; either of which 
would bring a ſudden decay upon the principal 
branch of the Engliſh Trade. 
Horſes in Jreland are a drug, but might be im- 
proved to a Commodity, not only of pa__ at 
ome, 
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home, but alſo fit for Exportation into other Coun- 
trys. The Soil is of a ſweet and plentiful grafs, which 
will raiſe a large breed; and the Hills, eſpecially near 
the Sea-coaſts, are hard and rough, and fo fit to give 
them ſhape and breath, and found feet. The preſent 
defeRts in them are breeding without choice of Stal. 
lions either in ſhape or ſize, and truſting ſo far to 
the gentleneſs of the Climate as to winter them a- 
broad, without ever handling Colts till they are 
four year old: This both checks the growth of 
the common breeds, and gives them an incurable 
ſhyneſs, which is the general vice of 7riſþ Horſes, 
and is hardly ever ſeen in Flanders, becauſe the 
hardneſs of the Winters in thoſe parts forces the 
breeders there to houſe and handle their Colts for 
at leaſt ſix months every year. In the Studds of per- 
ſons of quality in Ircland where care is taken, and 
colt is not ſpared, we ſee Horſes bred of excellent 
ſhape and vigor, and fize, ſo as to reach great pri- 
ces at home, and encourage (trangers to find the Mar- 
ket here; among whom I] met with one this Sum- 
mer that came over on that errand, and bought a- 
bout twenty Horſes to carry over into the French 
Army from twenty to threeſcore pounds price at the 
firſt hand. 

The improvement of Horſes here may be made 
by a ſtandard preſcribed to all Stallions, and all 
Horſes that ſhall be uſed for draught, the main point 
being to make the common breed large, for then 
whether they have ſhape or no, they have ever ſome 
reaſonable price both at home and abroad. And be- 
ſides, being not to be raiſed without wintering, they 


will help to force men into improvement of Land 
by 
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by a neceſſity of fodder. But for encouragement of 
finer breed, and in the better hands, ſome other 
inſtitutions may be invented by which emulation 
may be raiſed among the Breeders by a proſpect 
both of particular honour and profit to thoſe who 
ſucceed beſt, and of good ordinary gains and ready 
vent to ſuch as by aiming at the belt though they 
fail, yet go beyond the common ſorts. To this pur- 
pole there may be ſet up both a Horſe-Fair, and 
Races to be held at a certain time every year for 
the ſpace of a week; the firſt in the faireſt Green 
near the City of Dublin , the latter in that place 
deſigned by your Lordſhip in the Park for ſome 
ſach purpoſe. During this Week, the Monday, 
Wedneſday, and Friday, may be the Racesz the 
Tueſday, Thurſday, and Saturday, the Fairs may be 
held. At each Race may be two Plates given by 
the King, one of thirty pounds, and the other of 
twenty (beſides the faſhion,) as the Prizes for the 
firſt and ſecond Horſe.z the firſt Engraven with a 
Horſe Crowned with a Crown ; the ſecond with a 
Coronet, and under it the day of the Month, and 
the Year. Beſides theſe Plates, the Wagers may be 
as the perſons pleaſe among themſelves, but the Hor- 
ſes muſt be evidenced by good Teſtimonies to have 
been bred in Treland. For honour, the Lord Lieute- 
nant may ever be preſent himſelf, or at leaſt name 
a Deputy in his room, and two Judges of the field, 
who ſhall decide all Controverſies, and with ſound 
of Trumpet declare the two Vidtors. The Maſters 
of theſe two Horſes may be admitted to ride from 
the Field to the Caſtle with the Lord Lieutenant, 
or his Deputy, and to dine with him that _ 
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there receive all the honour of the Table. This to 
be done, what quality foever the perſons are of; for 
the lower that 1s, the more will be the honour; and 
perhaps the more the ſport: and the encouragement 
of breeding will by that means extend to all forts 
of men. 

For the Fairs, the Lord Lieutenant may likewiſc 
be preſent every day in the heighth ot them,by him- 
ſelf or Deputy, and may with the advice of the two 
chief Officers of the Army then preſent,chuſe out one 
of the beſt Horſes,and two of the beſt Geldings that 
appear 1a the Fair, not under four, nor above ſeven 
years old. For which ſhall be paid to the owners of 
them, after ſufficient Teſtimony of their being bred in 
Ireland, One hundred pounds for the Horſe, and Fifty 
pounds a piece for the Geldings. Theſe Sums, as that 
for the Plates, to iſſue out of the Revenue of 1re- 
land, and without trouble or fee ; and the three Hor- 
ſes to be ſent over every year to the Kings Stablcs, 
Both thoſe that won the Plate, and thoſe which are 
thus fold ought immediately to be marked fo as they 
may never return a ſecond time, either to the Race 
or to the Sale. 

The benefit by ſuch an inſtitution as this, will be 
very great and various : For beſides the encourage- 
ment to breed the beſt Horſes, from the honour and 
gain already mentioned 3 there will be a fort of pub- 
lick entertainment for one whole week, during which 
the Lord Lieutenant, the Lord Mayor of the City, and 
the great Officers both Civil and Military, ought to 
keep open Tables for all ſtrangers. This will draw 
a confluence of People from all parts of the Country. 
Many perhaps from the nearer parts of England may 
D Come, 
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come, not only as to a publick kind of ſolemnity, 
but as to a great Mart of the beſt Horſes. This will 
enrich the City by the expence of ſuch a Concourſe, 
and the Country by the Sale of many Horſes into 
England, and in time (or from thence) into foreign 
parts. This will make general acquaintances among 
the Gentry of the Kingdom, an4 bring the Lord 
Lieutenant to. be more perſonally known, and more 
honoured by his appearing in more greatneſs, and with 
more ſolemnity than uſual upon thele occaſions. And 
all this with expence only of Three hundred and fifty 
pounds a year to the Crown, for which the King ſhall 
have three the beſt Horſes bred that year in Ireland. 
The Fiſhing of Ireland might prove a Mine under 
water, as rich as any under ground, if it were im- 
proved to thoſe valt advantages it is-capable of, and 
that we ſee it raiſed to in other Countrys., But this is 
impoſiible under ſo great a want of People, and 
cheapnels of all things neceſlary to life throughout 
the Country, which arc 1n all places invincible enc- 
mics of induſtry and improvements. While theſe con- 
tinue, I know no way of advancing this Trade to any 
conſiderable degree, unleſs it be the ereCting four 
Companies of Fiſhery, one in each Province of Tre- 
land, into which every man that enters ſhall bring 
a certain Capital, and receive a proportionable ſhare 
of the gain or loſs, and have a proportional voice in 
the Election of a Preſident and Council,by whom the 
whole buſineſs in each Province ſhall be managed. If 
into each of theſe Companies the King or Lord Lieu- 
tenant would enter for a con(iderable ſhare at the 
firſt, towards building ſuch a number of Boats and 
Buſles as each Company could eaſily manage, it would 
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be an encouragement both of honour and advantage. 
Certain Priviledges likewiſe,or Immunittes, might be 

ranted from charges of trouble or expence , nay 
| wx Taxes, and all unuſual payments to the publick, 
in favour of ſuch as brought in a proportion to « 
certain heighth into the ſtock of the Fiſhery. Nay, 
it ſeems a matter of ſo great importance to his Ma- 
jeſties Crowns, both as to the improving the Riches 
of this Kingdom, and impairing the mighty gains ot 
his Neighbours by this Trade 3 that perhaps there 
were no hurt if an Act were made, by which none 
ſhould be capable of being either choſen into a Par- 
liament, or the Commiſlton of the Peace,who had not 
manifeſted his delires of advancing the publick good 
by entring in ſome, certain proportion into the [tock 
and Companies of the Filhery, fince the greatneſs ot 
one, and application of the other, ſeem the only pre- 
ſent means of improving ſo rich and ſo important a 
Trade. It will afterwards be the buſineſs of the Com- 
panies themſelves, or their directors, to fall into the 
beſt methods and rules for the curing and barrel- 
ing up all their Fiſh, and to fee them fo exaGtly ob- 
ſerved, as may bring all thoſe quantities of them that 
(hall be ſent abroad, or ſpent at home, into the 
higheſt and moſt general credit z which with advan- 
cing the Seaſons, all that can be ſo as to find the 
firſt foreign Markets, will be a way to the greatelt 
and ſureſt gains. In Hol/and there have been above 
thirty Placaerts or Acts of State concerning the cu- 
ring, falting, and barrelling of Herrings alone, with 
ſuch ſeverity 1n the Impoſlition and execution of Pe- 
nalties, that the buſineſs 1s now grown to an habitual 
$kill, and care, and honeſty, ſo as hardly any example 
W 2 FE 
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15 {een of tailing in that matter, or thereby impairing 
the general credit of that Commodity among them, 
or in the foreign Markets they uſe. 

Iron ſeems to me the Manufacture that of all others 
ought the leaſt to be encouraged in Ireland; or if it 
be, which requires the moſt reſtriftion to certain 
places and rules. For I do not remember to have heard 
that there is any Oare in Ireland, at leaſt I am ſure 
the greateſt part is fetched from England ; fo that 
all this Country affords of its own growth towards 
this Manufacture, is but the Wood, which has met 
but with too great conſumptions already, in moſt 
parts of this Kingdom, and needs not this to deſtroy 
what is left. So that Iron-works ought to be conhi- 
ned to certain places, where either the Woods con- 
tinue vaſt, and make the Country ſavage, or where 
they are not at all fit for Timber, or likely to grow 
to it, or where there is no conveyance for Timber to 
places of vent ſo as to quit the coſt of the car- 
riage. 

Having run through the Commodities of Ireland, 
with their defe&s and improvements, I will only 
touch the other two Points mentioned at firſt, as 
the grounds likewiſe of Trade in a Country; thoſe are 
the Commodiouſach of Ports, and the ſtore of Ship- 
pingzin one of which this Kingdom as much abounds, 
as it fails in the other. The Haven of Dublin is barr'd 
to that degree,as very much to obſtruct the Trade of 
the City ; the clearing or opening of it were a great 
work, and proper either for the City, or the whole 
Province of Lemſter to undertake. But whether it be 
teaſible, or at ſuch charges as will quit coſt, I will not 
dg, eſpecially conſidering the many good _ 
tat 
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that are ſcattered upon that whole Eaſtern Coaſt of 
Ireland. Beſides this, I know not what to propoſe up- 
on this head, unleſs it be the making of two free 
Ports, one in Kerry, and t'other upon the North- 
welt Coaſt, which may thereby grow to be Maga- 
zines for the Weſt-Indy Trade, and from thence 
thole Commodities may be diſperſed into all other 
parts of Europe, after having paid the Cuſtoms which 
they ought to pay in Ergland, where this mult be 
concerted, 

For the laſt Point, I doubt there is hardly any other 
Country lying upon the Sea-coalt,and not wholly out 
of the way of Trade, which has ſo little Shipping of 
its own as Jrelard, and which might be capable of 
imploying more. The reaſon of this mult be in part 
the ſcarcity of Timber proper for this built 5 but 
more, the want of Merchants, and uncertainty of 
Trade in the Country. For preventing the further 
deſtruction of Timber, a Law may be made,forbidding 
any man to cut down any Oak that is of a certain 
heighth, unleſs it be of a certain ſcantling, as twelve 
inches diameter, or ſome ſuch meaſure as uſually 
makes a Tree uſeful Timber. And further.the ſevercit 
Penalties ought to be put upon Barking any Tree 
that is not felled ; a cuſtom barbarous and peculiar to 
this Country, and by which 1atinite quantities of 
Timber have been deſtroyed. 

All Traders in theſe parts, at leaſt of 1reland, arc 
but FaCtors; nor do I hear of any number of Mer- 
chants in the Kingdom. The cauſe of this mult be ra- 
ther an ill opinion of ſecurity, than of gain: tor thoſe 
are the two baits which draw Merchants to a place: 
the laſt intices the. poorer Traders, or the young be- 
ginners 
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ginners, or thoſe of paſſage ; but without the firſt, the 
ſubſtantial and the rich will never ſettle in a Country, 
This opinion can be attained only by a courſe of time, 
of good conduct, and good government, and there- 
by of juſtice, and of peace, which lye out of the 
compaſs of this Diſcourſe. But to make fome amends 
for this want at preſent, encouragement may be gi- 
ven to any Merchants that (hall come over and turn 
a certain ſtock of their own here, as Naturallizati- 
on upon any terms; Freedom from Cuſtoms the two 
firſt years, and from any Offices of trouble or ex- 
pence the firſt ſeven years. I ſee no hurt if the 
King ſhould give leave to the Merchants in eight or 
ten of the chick Trading Ports of Ireland, to name 
for each Town one of their number, out of which the 
Lord Lieutenant ſhould chuſe two to be of the Privy 
Council of Ireland, with -a certain Salary from the 
King to defray their attendance : This would be an 
honour and encouragement to ſo worthy a Calling, 
and would introduce an intereſt of Trade into the 
Council, which being now compoſed wholly of the 
Nobility or Gentry, the Civil or Military Officers 3 
the Traders ſeem to be leſt without Patrons in the Go- 
vernment, and thereby without favour to the part1- 
cular concernments of a chief member 1n the Politick 
body; and upon whoſe profpering, the wealth of the 
whole Kingdom ſeems chiefly to depend. 

But this is enough for your Excellencies trouble, 
and for the diſcharge of my promiſe, and too much 1 
doubt for the humour of our age to bring into pra- 
tice, or ſo much as to admit into confideration. Your 
Lordſhip I know has generous thoughts, and turned 


to ſuch diſintereſſed Speculations as theſe, and a mind 
framed 
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framed for the exerciſe of thoſe Virtues which can 
molt advance the publick Weal of the Country where 
your Station 1s. But that 1s not enough towards the 
railing ſuch buildings as I have drawn you here the 
lines of, unleſs the direction of all affairs here were 
wholly in your hands, or at leaſt the opinion loſt of 
other mens being able to contelt with you thoſe 
points of publick utility which you ought beſt to 
know and molt to be believ'd in, while you deſerve 
or diſcharge ſo great a truſt as the Government of 
this Kingdom. For I think a Prince cannot too much 
conſider whom to chuſe for ſuch imployments z but 
when he has choſen, cannot truſt them too far, or 
thereby give them too much Authority 3 no more 
than end it too ſoon, when ever he finds it abuſed. 
In ſhort, 'tis left only to Princes to mend the World, 
whoſe Commands find general obedience; and Exam- 
ples, imitation. For all other men, they muſt take it 
as they find itz and good men enter into commerce 
with it, rather upon cautions of not being ſpoiled 
themſelves, than upon hopes of. mending the World. 
At leaſt, this opinion becomes men of my level, 
among(t whom I have obſerved all ſet quarrels with 
the age, and pretences of reforming it by their own 
models, to end commonly like the pains of a man in a 
little Boat, who tugs at a rope that's falt to a Ship, 
it looks as if he reſolved to draw the Ship to him, 
but the truth and his meaning is, to draw him(elf to 
the Ship, where he gets in when he can, and does 
like the reft of the Crew when he is there. When I 
have ſuch deſigns, 1 will begin ſach contentions ; in 
the mean time the bent of my thoughts ſhall be ra- 
ther to mend my ſelf than the World, which I reckon 


upon 
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upon leaving much what I found it. Nor ſhould 1 
have reaſon in complaining too far of an age; which 
does your Lordſhip ſo much juſtice by the honour 
of ſo great an Imployment, and fo univerſal an e- 
ſteem; In both which, as I know no man deſerves 
greater ſucceſſes and encreaſes than you do, ſo I am 
ſure no man Wiſhes you greater than I do, 


